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fence of that place impossible and advised a retreat to Chunar. There were other
Field-officers with me. I asked for their opinions separately. They clearly and
unhesitatingly agreed in the same advice. My opinion had been determined from
the instant that I received the certain information of Captain Mayaffre's defeat. I had
not yet received the news of Captain M'Dougal's march, nor any answer to the
letters which I had written to Lieutenant-Colonel Blair for a reinforcement; nor
could I know whether these had reached him. I yielded to the reluctancy of a
few minutes. My resolution was taken, and declared, and orders given to form
our little corps, that we might have time to gain the open country before the
enemy having notice of the design could cross and attack us at the disadvantage
of the streets, lanes and broken ground which we had to pass before we could reach
it These orders were issued between seven and eight o'clock, and by eight the
line was in motion, having been much retarded and impeded by an incredible
tumult of servants, Palankeens and baggage of every denomination, which for a
time threatened a total obstruction to our inarch. Fortunately this enormous mass
took the wrong road, which left the right with a free and undisturbed passage for
the Sepoys. On the way we passed Captain M'Dougal's battalion about nine
o'clock. We sent him timely notice of our movement: He turned and join-
ed us. Early the next morning we arrived at Chunar.

It is proper to mention that as soon as I had formed my resolution to leave Bana-
ris, I sent my Moonshy to the Nabob Saadut Ally Khan to inform him of it, and
to recommend the wounded Sepoys to his care, believing that the Rajah from a con-
sideration of policy would not chuse to molest them, especially as he could have
no motive or object to it but revenge, if he would shew a determined resolution
to protect them* The same request I made to him in writing after my arrival at
Chunar, I owe him tlie justice to attest that he faithfully and liberally complied
with my request. He visited them himself, and furnished them with provisions
and with money, and appointed native surgeons to attend them, and as they were
able to bear it he caused them all to be removed to Ms own quarters.
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